
WHAT ARE STANDARDS?
Standards make sure that teachers 
know what needs to be taught and 
what children need to learn at each 
grade level. Standards help inform 
families about the academic expecta-
 ons for their child so that parents 

know the type of help their child needs 
to succeed. Standards represent what 
your child should be able to know and 
do at the end of the school year. How 
the standards are taught is le   up 
to the curriculum selected and your 
child’s teacher.

WHAT HAS CHANGED?
The content of the standards, such 
as being able to count by 10s to 100 
by the end of kindergarten or to read 
independently by the end of 1st grade, 
is very similar to previous standards 
taught in our schools. However, South 
Carolinians agreed to raise the rigor 
or expecta  ons of students in several 
grades. 

The SC Department of Educa  on and 
the Educa  on Oversight Commi  ee are 
working on a complete revision of the 
Family Friendly Standards, a document 
that describes the standards in family-
friendly terms. In the mean  me, please 
refer to h  p://scfriendlystandards.org/  
for addi  onal informa  on. 

This informa  on should help you and 
your child have a successful 2015-16 
school year! 

So what does my child need to learn this year?
In March of 2015 the state adopted the new South Carolina College and 
Career-Ready Standards. These standards defi ne the knowledge and 
skills in English language arts (ELA) and mathema  cs that children in 
kindergarten through grade 12 need to have to be college and career 
ready for the 21st century. Educators, parents, business leaders, and 
community leaders throughout the state met and wrote these stan-
dards. The state’s colleges and universi  es reviewed the standards 
and agreed that students who met these standards would be ready for 
college and career upon gradua  ng. In fact, the state has endorsed the 
following Profi le of the South Carolina Graduate. The profi le focuses on 
the key knowledge, skills and characteris  cs that children need to have 
upon gradua  on from high school.

The state also has standards in science and social studies. These 
standards wri  en in family-friendly terms can be found at 
h  p://scfriendlystandards.org.

Key things to remember:
1. Make sure your child is reading or being read to daily! Twenty minutes 

a day is a good start.  Your child’s reading ability at the end of third 
grade is a predictor of his or her ability to graduate from high school. 

2. While the founda  ons of mathema  cs have not changed, 2 + 2 s  ll 
equals 4, students will be learning mathema  cs diff erently. Why? 
The world is changing everyday. Advances in science, technology, 
and communica  on make it necessary for students to learn more 
about mathema  cs than just the facts. Students need to be able to 
solve real world problems; explain their thinking to others; iden  fy 
and analyze data; and use technology. 

Consequently, your child’s homework is changing. Your child will 
be asked to explain how they solved a problem and why. O  en 
students will solve problems using data and technology that are 
applied to real-world problems. Your child will have to learn to com-
municate in wri  ng and verbally the steps used to solve problems. 
It’s all about helping our students to think while learning.
 

3. Try to make every lesson or experience relevant to your child! For 
example, during a trip to the grocery store, use labels and signs to 
improve reading skills or weigh produce to focus on measurement. 
You can even have a lesson on frac  ons by choosing between items 
based on price per unit.
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RESOURCES FOR 
HELPING YOUR 
STUDENT IN MATH

Pre-Kindergarten - Grade 5
USDE, Helping Your Child 
Learn Math
www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/
help/math

Websites with ac  vi  es and 
downloads to help your student 
develop number sense, under-
stand place value, learn number 
pa  erns, and learn other math 
concepts:
www.smar  irstgraders.com/
www.letsplaymath.net/
www.so  schools.com/math/

Grades 6-8
Challenging ac  vi  es for middle school 
students:
www.fi gurethis.org
www.learnzillion.com
www.scetv.org

RESOURCES FOR HELPING 
YOUR STUDENT IN ELA

Pre-Kindergarten - Grade 5
USDE, Helping Your Child Become a Reader
h  p://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/
reader/index.html

Websites with ac  vi  es to help your student 
develop phonemic awareness, fl uency, 
vocabulary, and comprehension skills:
www.eoc.sc.gov 
(Student Reading Success Ac  vity Guide) 

www.surfnetkids.com/

Grades 6-8
Challenging ac  vi  es for middle school 
students:
www.scetv.org

www.SCFRIENDLYSTANDARDS.ORG

PARENT TIP:
Ask ques  ons to help your 
children solve unfamiliar 
problems rather than showing 
them how to solve them. 


